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First Presbyterian Church 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

 
Re. Kathy Muder, Pastor                                                                          March, 2008                            
 (318)352-3016 
 

NEWS AND REMINDERS 
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   Many thanks to everyone who so generously gave g ifts of money and 
non-perishable food items on Super Bowl Sunday. We collected $209 in 
cash and over 200 pounds of food for Luv ‘n Care Mi ssion.  The national   
 total was impressive – with 12,621 groups   report ing the monetary total    
 was $7,183,988!  

 
 

 
 
 

3-16   Palm/Passion Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m. 
3-19  Church Supper 6:15 p.m. 
3-20  Maundy Thursday – Communion 6:30 p.m. 
3-21  Good Friday Tennebrae Service  6:30 p.m. 
3-23   Easter Sunday – 11:00 
                    One Great Hour of Sharing Offering – Communion 



MARCH CALENDAR  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS  
�
         19 Mike Pierce  25 Chris Evans 
               21 Lauren Megee                        Matthew Ganster 
 
 

               MARCH ANNVERSARIES 
 

5 Mary Lou & Phil Brown  22 Mike & Teresa Pierce 
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      soups, canned fruit, red beans, butter beans, rice,    
      spaghetti, pork & beans, macaroni & cheese, chili,  
     bread, crackers 
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Dear Friends,  

Many of you know that I was elected to serve on the Presbytery commission to close the 
Winnfield Presbyterian Church. I have never served on this kind of commission before and 
didn’t know what I was getting into. A good thing, really.  

A little history: The Winnfield church began 100 years ago, May 3, when a Presbyterian revival 
came through town and from that revival 9 people gathered together to begin to worship and to 
be in mission and ministry in the Reformed tradition. The congregation has taken their 
responsibility to share the Good News of Jesus Christ seriously over these 100 years – they have 
been a real light to their community - they began a food pantry which continues to this day, they 
have made their building available to a myriad of community groups, and other witnesses to the 
Good News.   

So it was with sadness that we met to plan for the closing of this particular member of the Body 
of Christ.  As we met with the congregation, prayed and deliberated together, we felt God’s 
Spirit at work. First the congregation voted to begin to worship together again – twice a month at 
2: 00 with worship leadership from the members of the commission. Hymns were sung, sermons 
were preached, prayers were lifted up, the Lord’s Supper celebrated and yes, the Spirit moved.   

To make a long story short – last Sunday (2-17) the congregation voted to rescind their decision 
to close the church and to call Rev. Philip Azad as temporary pulpit supply to lead worship 3 
Sundays a month (and special Sundays as negotiated) and to work, as a congregation, with the 
re-named Presbytery commission and the Presbytery revitalization team to revitalize the 
Winnfield Presbyterian Church. Toward that end, several sessions in the Presbytery (ours 
included) have agreed to be partners in mission with the congregation.   

The Good News is that in this season of rebirth and renewal we see evidence of God’s good 
work in our midst and hear God’s call to be a part of the new thing that God is doing in our 
midst. For me, this whole experience has been a powerful witness to the benefits of being a part 
of a connectional church! 

So, the question is: How can you help? I just happen to have an answer:  Be a prayer warrior for 
the Winnfield Congregation. Watch for and participate in opportunities to be partners in mission 
and ministry with the Winnfield Congregation and the other members of the mission team.      

Together we can be a witness to the new life we share in Jesus Christ,   
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Prayer List 

At Home:  Harbert Smith Jr., Susie Lam, Glenda LaCaze, Brenda Ebert, Iris Saez, Clint 
Gibson, Brenda Page, Vickie Crawford, Evelyn Hinshaw, Ron Corkern, Ann Maechling, 
Dolly Kroesen, Donna Beauboeuf, Carrie James, Gail Procell, James Verret, Bill 
Spooner, Jim Hart, Kimberly Crawford, Raybon Raines, Helen MacKaskill, Rob 
Lockwood, Scotti Vermaelen, John Parsons, Barb Mahoney, Ken Culverson, Jon 
Kerstetter, Mary McConahey. Judy East, John Shaw, Tom Murchison, John Price, Lou 
Archibald, Rev. Bud Green, Catherine Donahue, Susan Berndt, Everett Morgan, Jim 
Welch, Byron Bissell,  Renee Fontenot, Susan Moreno, Agnes Hall, Tracy Harman, Jack 
Starnes. 
Hospital:  Ada Jarred, Brent Rascoe, Nicholas Pruitt. 
Nursing Home: Bob Giesey (Natchitoches Parish Long-Term Care), Marge MacKenzie 
(Heritage Manor). 
In the Military:  Ben Aton, David Evans, Mike Black, Eric Maxwell, Tim Evans, Matt 
Williams, Mac Davis, Kevin Hall, David Coleman, Scott Tipple, John Hatley, Mark 
Jeansonne, Joshua Hogan, Sean Lawson, Brian Johnson, Regan Ammons, Stephen 
Lawson, James Gelston, Phillip Brown, Thomas Melton (and the men under his 
command in Iraq). 
Law Enforcement: Cary Hargrove, Stan Williams. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE SESSION 
 
The session voted to join with several other churches in a Presbytery Mission Team to 
support the Winnfield Church.  Winnfield almost closed in December and currently has 9 
members.  We urge you to pray daily for the Winnfield Church. 
 
We also approved our participation in the Bread of the World campaign of letters to 
stamp out world hunger. 
 
If you have information, pictures, etc. for the Church web page please let us know.  
Michelle Holt is redesigning and updating the page. 

 
 
 
 
 



January 31, 2008 Financial Report 
 
The Session approved the annual budget for 2008.  Based on known and anticipated 
expenses for the coming year, the expense budget is built.  Included in these anticipated 
expenses are funds for paying employees, cost of utilities, normal property maintenance 
items, and finally funding of Session identified programs that are important, e.g. Campus 
Ministry, worship, office and discipleship.  Then anticipated income is calculated using 
past giving of members and visitors to our church, and special income such as grants or 
anonymous gifts.  Finally the expected income is compared to expected expenses.  The 
goal is that income will match expenses.  However, frequently anticipated income and 
expected expenses do not match.  When there is a wide disparity between the two, the 
Session informs the congregation and requests that the Congregation consider increasing 
their giving. 
 
Such is the case in 2008.  The Session planned expense budget was calculated to be 
$89,833 with a Session planned income of $71,280.  The gap between income and 
expense calculated to be $18,553.  While historically the Session has, on faith, created 
budgets with an income shortfall, this year’s shortfall was too great.  Hence an appeal 
was made to the congregation.  Because of that appeal, the shortfall has now been 
reduced to $12,662.59.  The Session will continue to try to reduce expenses throughout 
the year, so that our shortfall may be reduced further. 
 
Each month the Finance Committee will put information in the newsletter to indicate how 
our church is meeting its expenses. 
 
For January the data are as follows: 
YTD Session planned income:    $11,118.50 
YTD Session planned expense:   $11,955.74 
Difference:  Income-Expense -$975.23 
 
The church also has another category called “other income and expense.”  This category 
includes special offerings during the year, flowers, First Sunday Lunch, choir robes, etc. 
 
YTD Other Income $1100.00 
YTD Other Expense 0.00 
Difference:  Income-Expense $1100.00 
 
You are encouraged to talk with Treasurer Phil Brown if you have any concerns or 
questions.  Also if you were not in attendance at the “pre-Congregational” meeting on 
January 27th, and if you wish to have the financial information which was passed out at 
that meeting, please let Phil or Mary Lou know.  A copy of that information is available.  
Thank you for your generosity. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Special Dates: 
March 2 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 7 World Day of Prayer 
March 9 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  Girl Scout Sunday 
  Daylight-Saving Time Begins 

March 16 Passion/Palm Sunday 
March 16-22 Holy Week 
March 20 Maundy/Holy Thursday 
March 21 Good Friday 
March 22 Holy Saturday 
March 23 Easter Sunday

 

www.fpcnatchitoches.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
114 Bienville Street 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 


